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The Smoking Epidemic:
An American Thoracic Surgeon's
Perspective-Looking Back Over
the Last 150 Years

Randall K. Wolf

Department of Cardiothrocic and Vascular Surgery,
McGovern Medical School University of Texas

[Abstract] The long history of tobacco in the Americas and in Japan will be reviewed, including
some little known interesting facts. The current state of tobacco usage in the different continents
will be reviewed, and the incredible medical costs to the people of the world and to society will be
emphasized. The recent Japanese law against smoking will be debated, and a look to future will be
proposed.

[Biography] Dr. Randall Wolf is an internationally recognized key opinion leader in cardiothoracic
surgery. He 1s a surgical innovator and since 2000 has pioneered the minimally invasive surgical
procedure, the Wolf Minimaze, to treat atrial fibrillation (AF). Dr. Wolf was the first heart surgeon
to perform DaVinci robotic cardiac procedures in North America, and was the first DaVinci proctor.
He has performed cardiac surgery in 20 countries.

Dr. Wolf is Professor of Surgery at McGovern Medical School, Department of Cardiothoracic and
Vascular Surgery, University of Health Science Center at Houston (UTHealth). Dr. Wolf is also the
Surgical Director of the Atrial Fibrillation Clinic at the Cardiothoracic and Vascular Institute at
Memorial Hermann Hospitals, Houston, TX. Dr. Wolf is Honorary Professor of Surgery at Capital
University in Beijing, China.

Dr. Wolf's research and areas of expertise include: minimally invasive atrial fibrillation procedures
and devices, minimally invasive heart and lung surgery, robotics in cardiac surgery, anastomotic
devices, surgical sealants, biosurgery, video thoracoscopy and video-assisted thoracic surgery, lung
volume reduction for emphysema and thoracoscopic spine surgery and phrenic nerve pacemakers.
Dr. Wolf has published over 100 peer-reviewed papers and textbook chapters. He is frequently

invited to perform surgery and present his work at scientific conferences around the world.
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Inclusive Laws for Healthy Communities:
Towards Sustainable Smoke-Free Policies
in the Philippines

Pauline Marie S. Villar

National College of Public Administration and Governance, University of the Philippines

The Philippines has progressed significantly in their tobacco control efforts: from making all
government offices and public spaces smoke-free, to passing and enacting many landmark laws
regulating tobacco sales, promotion, taxation, and distribution. Despite being described as having
"the strongest tobacco lobby in Asia", the Philippines is home to flourishing initiatives that aim to
decrease tobacco use, and to counteract tobacco industry interference.

This study provides an overview of the policy landscape of tobacco control in the Philippines
by showcasing key historical tobacco control events in the country. In particular, these include
tobacco control legislation on the national level from 1987 to 2017. Best practices at the level of local
government institutions in dealing with tobacco industry interference in recent years in the country
are also explored.

Although there is still much more work left to be done to make the Philippines 100% smoke-free,
the Philippine experience in tobacco control highlights the benefits in being a signatory, and aligning
national and local policies to the World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) while keeping in mind the sociocultural and sociopolitical context of one's
country. However, the inclusiveness and sustainability of these tobacco control policies may still be
improved: in designing tobacco control policies and exercising practices in pursuit of them, the harm
reduction approach may be able to contribute to reaching people who need it most — the people who

use tobacco, and people who are affected by the use of tobacco in their communities.

BEEE

2014 Graduated from the Ateneo de Manila University

2014-2016  Excel Center for Educational Leadership - Program Associate

2014-2017  HealthJustice Philippines - Project Manager, Social Media Officer, and Research Associate

2016-Present Pursuing Master in Public Administration (MPA) in the National College of Public Administration
and Governance, University of the Philippines

2017 Philippine Commission on Women, Gender Specialist
2018 NoBox Transitions Foundation - Research Associate
Disciplines

Public Administration, Development Policy, Advocacy Communication
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